Collaborative Assessment
Questions to be used in groups or pairs; Students can illustrate and label answers, record answers, write summaries or stories.

1. Your group is in the desert and you have decided that you want to build a shelter.  You go hunting for some kind of material that would be appropriate for a desert shelter.  You find the perfect rocks, but in order to carry them back to the place where there is enough shade, it would take all four of you.  Decide on a tool that will make your work easier.

2. You are traveling in the rain forest with a caravan of elephants carrying your equipment.  The path is very narrow, with very tall trees on either side.  You come to a place in the path where there is a very large rock.  It is obvious that you cannot go around the rock or over it and it will have to somehow be removed. Determine how you can remove the rock using natural materials.

3. You decide to build a log cabin at the top of a mountain.  The logs are at the bottom of the mountain by the stream.  You can try lifting the logs and you realize they are just too heavy to carry up the mountain.  Devise a natural and simple way that the logs could be moved to the cabin site at the top of the mountain.

4. As you are traveling up an icy cliff in the polar region, one of the members of the group falls down a 20 foot cliff.  Thank goodness they are not hurt.  But now, as you struggle to pull up the rope, you find that your friend is too heavy for you to lift.  Devise a way to pull your friend up the cliff.  You may have the following equipment in your pack: three metal rings, heavy gloves, and an extra rope.
5. As you are wandering around the hills in the grasslands, you find a small cave.  As you enter, you notice something sparkling.  It looks like GOLD!  You need to develop some kind of tool that will help you carefully get the nugget out of the wall of the cave.  Devise a tool that will work that is powered only by human power.

6. You are boating in a nearby pond.  The seat you are sitting on keeps coming apart where you have nailed it together.  The holes have become too big to secure the nails.  You decide to see what materials scattered on the bottom of the boat might be useful in fixing the seat.  Aha! You find rope, slow drying glue, nails, hammer, screwdriver, and screws.  What do you use to fix the seat so that you can immediately use it?  Explain your answer.
